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**The c haracteristics o f Letters" 

The 'mode' of speaking a letter is called its characteristics. There are two types of 
characteristics:- 

OX Compulsory characte ristics. (it) Temporary characteristics.) 
IXCompulsory Characteri$tics> If the recitation of such characteristics is not 

preformed the letter to be 

spoken is spoiled. 

M)Temporary characteristic:- if the articulation of these characteristics is not 
performed the letter itself is not ruined but its articulatory beauty is impaired. 

Compulsor y Characte ristics 

These are seventeen in total and are divided in two types i.e. 

(1) Controversial {IIJNon controversial,. 

CONTROVE RSIAL C HARACTERISTICS. 

There are five pairs of controversial characteri$tic$ t with two characteristics in 
every pair. One characteristic of the pair is opposite to the other No letter is without 
such characteristics but both from the same pair cannot come together in a single 
letter. From every pair only one characteristic occurs in every letter, therefore in every 
letter only five controversial characteristics can occur maximally. 

The five pairs are:- 

li(JAHAR-HAMUS) 

| Jahar - f ^)tto express prominently) In speaking such letters 1 the recitation of the 
sound should be powerful enough to stop the process of breathing. In it less 
breathing and more utterance of sound is performed. 

Hamus:- ( w j-+&)(To hide) In vocalizing such letters, the recitation of the sound should 
be so weak that the process of breathing still continues on .Ten letters of jJUS) 































are hidden sounded and remaining nineteen are sounded prominently. 

2: (SHIDD AT-R AKH AWAT):- 

Shiddat: * ( c- „ Jl )(to be harder) In uttering such tetters, the recitation of the 
sound should be so intense that the voice should be stopped These are eight letters 

Rakhawat: - }(to be softened) In uttering such letters, the recitation of 

the sound should be so soft and weak that the voice can be continued without any break. 
The remaining sixteen letters are the delicately sounded letters except moderated letters, 
TAWASSUTModeration:-( J^Tties* letters are pronounced in the middle of both 
the above mentioned letters i e sometimes the voice can be stopped and sometimes it 
may continue These are five letters of ( ^ . ,J ) 

3;{ISTELAdSTEFAAL)> 

Istaela:- )(to be louder) In uttering such letters, the root of thetongue 

should be raised towards the palate (the roof of the mouth) These are seven alphabets 

°f( Ja-1 J 

IstafaalH J be below) In emitting such letters the mo! of the tongue 

should not be raised towards the palate. Twenty two letters are Mustafilah (below 
sounded) except seven letters of Mustaiiah (loud sounded) 

4:i[TBAAQ-!NFITAH}:- 

ItbaaqH J j.- Hto meet) In performing such letters, the middle of the tongue 
should bo raised towards the palate to join with rt. These are the four alphabets ( j- ^ ^ v 4 
Infitah -( ) (to open) In performing such letters, the middle of the 

tongue should no! be raised towards the palate. After excluding four alphabets of 
Mutbaqa. remaining 25 letters (alphabets) are the letters of Munfafeha. 

5:{ISMAAT-IZLAAQ)> 

IsmaaL-Jd^^lHto silent) In performing such letters, the sound should be 
strong and deep Twenty three letters are Musmatah( 4 Z**a*)- These letters cannot be 
articulated easily or hurriedly 

lzlaaq:-{ )(to be pronounced easily or slippery alphabets) In uttering 

such letters the alphabets should be spoken quickly and easily by using the edges of 
lips and the tongue Four alphabets are Muzaliqah.( -/V) 

Non controversial Characteristics: -These are the Characteristics tfiat can or 

cannot tx in a tetter The remaining six out of seventeen are non^controversial characteristics 

(1) Safeer -(j-mj)(The sound of a sparrow) In uttering such letters, the sound 
should be produced like that of some loudly chirping sparrow or like the sound of any 
whistle. These alphabets areiHfo^ 

(2) Qulqalah ){to vibrate) While uttering such letters the sound from the 

vocal organ should be in vibration and hence the sound of the letters seems like that of 
a bouncing ball. These are the five alphabets of f Jht ix* ) When these alphabets are 
mute (silent), the Qalqalah should be noticeable (well expressed) in them And when 
there is waqf(stop point), it should be even more prominent, for instance( ) 

{3) Leen: y )(lo be tender) These letters are pronounced with such a soft and 

tender sound that they can be affixed with a MADDAH if wanted hy the reciter These 
are the m ute forms of ( * )a nd( \£ )afler Zabar( ^,far ® )tam PM - 1 T 

(4) spread) This characteristic is associated only with 
While articulating ( ithe air should be spread in the mouth. 

(5) Istetalatf^cJUit- X*o lengthen)This characteristic is related only to To 
utterf -}the sound hecomes long gradually and it reaches the end of the vocal organ. 

(6) Inhiraf^^j I^ KTo deviate). It is the quality of (. )and( J). When reciting ( * )the 
tongue deviates to the vocal point of ( )and in neciting( )it goes to the vocal point of ( ). 

(7) Takreer:-( . ~C)(To repeat). This is associated only with the letter( ) While 
pronouncing^ ). a trembling or a shivering in the tongue can be felt and therefore the 
sound of ( ) seams repeated but it is not repeated in reality. 
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(The Place of Articulation of the Arabic Letters) 


■ 

sl. £iC AiAi- 1 A 

j‘»‘\ 

The Aerial [ 
Letters 

Originates from the emptiness of 
the mouth. 

J^t^s^C^C ( 3 ^ 

5 ( * 

C‘t 

r * P 

^ w 

The Guttural 

Letters 

Originates from the back of the 
throat(larynx). 

Originates from the centre of the 
throat. 

Originates from the upper portion 
of the throat, 


J ‘ o 

The Glottal 
Letters 

‘SpW'slv*' 

The back of the tongue rises and 
touches the soft palate 


(»VV 

The lawty 
letters 

The center of the tongue touches 
the upper palate- 

X^i ^' i j J(p-k± ’fJc){; 

- ‘TZ^-'i t 1 £J 'CA ‘i-'^.'Aj ">' 

U ^ 5 


The upturned side of the tongue I 
touches the gums of the upper j 
back teeth 

^i^LV'tJcJ i : ^ 7 *" Ci Lj ' 

\yP£dfi>i}<Ly$&x 

■ ^ 
.ifi- 

/‘O t( J 

The Liquids 
Letters 

4JaIS 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue touches the upper hard 
palate. 

J ’> iii 1 p 

is * i < o 

The Dcu t;ii 
Letters 

4_olLi j z-i$j>- 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue touches the gums of the 
u ppe r two f ront teeth - 

J/ 1 u'A «£ i/r Jfjil,<LsJiijj £J U 

iii f > * J? 

The Cingieul 
Letters 

Originates when the tip of the 1 
tongue touches the edge of the 
uppertwo front teeth, 

o}»£££»'£sJi)dV 

,^f^y , J >£.ijr t i 


T he \Y histlj 

1 elters 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue rises towards the upper 
palate, touching the gums behind 
the uppertwo front teeth. 

- — »r 

f* r 

Xfjffo&Jto j ’•/ j f 

■ TV ,«*,. 

r « v 

(*^>) ? 

The Labial 

1 .etters 

^ VlV 

Originates from the lips. 

^ (J? h j 

V* * --■' V 

. Ji Jh w& : rj~ 

<j 

Originates when the inner portion 
of the bottom lip meets the edge on 
the two upper front teeth. 
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